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12 Reforming Marriage

wisite to maturity in marriage.

In studying the subject of marriage, we must begin with
the biblical instruction on the nature and character of God.
When we have come to understand that He is indeed the

Lord, we will naturally turn to Him to learn how His gra-
cious law applies to the foundation and purpose of marriage.

The Covenant

The nature of the triune God is described to us in Scripture
under the figure of a father-son bond. God is the Father, and
Jesus Christ is His only Sorz. Before He laid the foundation of
the earth, the Father had already selected a bride for His Son.
That bride is the Christian church, the elect of God. “Then
one of the seven angels ... came to me and talked with me,
saying, ‘Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.’
And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high
mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from God .. .” (Rev. 21:9-10).

Paul teaches us that we ought self-consciously to think
of our marriages as dim pictures of the central marriage, that
of Christ to His church. It is a great mystery, he says, but
when a man leaves his father and mother, and takes a wife, he
makes a proclamation concerning Christ and the church.
Depending on the marriage, that declaration is made poorly
or well, but it is always made.

We can, therefore, see how the foundation of marriage
is covenantal. God’s relationship to us through Christ is cov-
enantal—it is the New Covenant—and our marriages are a
picture of that truth. The foundation of godly married life is
the same foundation for all godly living—in everything we
are to seek the glory of God. Our triune God is a covenant-
making and covenant-keeping God, and He has chosen mar-
viage as one of the best instruments through which fallen men
may glorify Him.

In attacking the covenantal nature of marriage, the er-
ror of feminism has been very valuable. Throughout the his-
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tory of the church, destructive heresies have been used by 2
sovereign God to force the church to define that which was
unclear. It was the heretic Marcion who provoked the church
into identifying the canon of Scripture, it was the heretic Arius
who forced the church to testify clearly to the full deity of
the Lord Jesus, and so on. In our day, feminism is providing
chat same service through its challenge of the marriage cov-
enant.

Without the defiance of error, we can Very easily just
drift along, doing what seems «gatural” or “traditional.”
Countless thousands do quite a number of things because it
“just seems right.” When and if that practice is ever challenged,
however, the traditionalist is nonplussed. “Well, 'm not sure
why 1 do that, really.” Consider our practice of a woman tak-
ing her husband’s last name. Why do we do that? Why does
Susan Miller become Susan Carter? Does the Bible require it?

Surprisingly for some, the Bible does teach that God
calls a husband and wife by the same name—the name of the
husband. This fully supports both our particular custom of
taking a new name, as well as the covenantal truth that cus-
tom represents.

«This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the day
that God created man, He made him in the likeness of God.
He created them male and female, and blessed them and called
them mankind in the day they were created” (Gen. 5:2). In
Hebrew, the italicized word translated mankind is Adam. In
other words, God created Adam and his wife male and fe-
male, He blessed them, and called them Adam. She was, from
the beginning, a covenantal partaker in the name of her hus-
band. God does not call her 'Adar on her own, He calls her
Adam with bim.

Adam first noticed the lack of a suitable helper after nam-
ing the animals. “So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the
birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam
chere was not found a helper comparable to him. And the
Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept;
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16 Reforming Marriage

to maintain, it reflects a biblical pattern of thought. The femi-
nist reaction to this, and their rejection of taking a new last
name (in order to keep their father’s namel), is not just a small
bit of modern silliness. It is a fundamental rebellion against
God. So when our Susan Miller becomes Mrs. Robert Carter
it is not just “something we do.” It is covenant security.

With this basic framework for understanding the mar-
riage covenant, we may turn to consider the basic purposes
of marriage. The Bible sets forth three basic earthly reasons
for marriage. They are, in turn, the need for helpful compan-
ionship, the need for godly offspring, and the avoidance of
sexual immorality.

Helpful Companionship

The Bible teaches that God placed Adam in the garden and
gave him a task to perform. But the man was incapable of
accomplishing that task alone. Adam needed help, and the

woman was created to meet his need.

Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the
field and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam
to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam called
each living creature, that was its name. So Adam gave names
to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the
field. But for Adam there was not found a helper compa-
rable to him. And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall
on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and
closed up the flesh in its place. Then the rib which the
Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman,
and He brought her to the man. And Adam said, “This is
now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be
called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” There-
fore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined
to his wife, and they shall become one flesh (Gen. 2:19-24).

We should be able to see the connection between Adam’s
work of naming the beasts and the next phrase—“but for Adam

A Practical Theology of Marriage 17

there was not found a helper comparable to him.” The mod-
ern mentality tends to think of “naming things” as a simple
scientific matter of attaching labels. But here Adam is nam-
ing the beasts with a name suitable to the nature of each. As
mentioned above, in the process of naming, he realizes he has
found no suitable helper—no one among the animals with a
nature comparable to his. He could not name any as a helper.

In the verse immediately prior to this passage God had
said that it was ot good that man should be alone. Through-
out the process of creation, whenever God completed a work,
He then pronounced it good. Obviously, such a pronounce-
ment from the Creator indicates completion. But the Lord’s
statement that it was not good that man be alone is a clear
indication that the creation of man was still incomplete. “And
the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that man should be alone;
I will make him a helper comparable to him’” (Gen. 2:18).
Adam was incomplete because he lacked a companion, one
who would be a helper comparable to him.

The New Testament applies this truth in a very interest-
ing way. “Nor was man created for the woman, but woman
for the man” (1 Cor. 11:9). As a result of the creation order,
men and women are oriented to one another differently. They
need one another, but they need one another differently. The
man needs the help; the woman needs to help. Marriage was
created by God to provide companionship in the labor of
dominion. The cultural mandate, the requirement to fill and
subdue the earth, is still in force, and a husband cannot fulfill
this portion of the task in isolation. He needs a companion
suitable for him in the work to which God has called him.
He is called to the work and must receive help from her. She
is called to the work through ministering to him. He is ori-
ented to the task, and she is oriented to him.

- Godly Children

One of the things which man obviously cannot do alone is
reproduce, and this is a second purpose for marriage. In fill-
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